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NICARAGUA REBELS
REPORTED TO RAISE
UP T0 §25 MILLION

FORCE§ GROWING RAPIDLY

Guerrillas Get Advanced Arms
and Are Said to Pose Real
Threat to Sandinistas

By SHIRLEY CHRISTIAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 12 — Rebeils
fighting the Sandinista Government of
Nicaragua have received as much as
$25 million in donations from private
individuals in the United States and for-
eign sources, according to a retired
general and Administration officials
who work with the insurgents.

They said the anti-Sandinista move-
rment was growing rapidly, adding ad-
vanced weapons and struggling for
greater unity.

The guerrillas, widely known by the
name contras, now pose a real threat to
the Nicaraguan Government, United
States officials and rebel leaders as-
sert.

*‘The end is not in sight, but it is
much, much closer.’”’ said a high-rank-
ing Administration official who works
closely with the Nicaraguan exile
groups. ‘‘This is not going to take 10
years,"’

$27 Million Voted by Congress

The money from private sources is in
addition to $27 million in nonmilitary
aid to the rebels recently voted by Con-
gress.

Inadequate training and the low
educational and skill level of the
largely peasant guerrilla force are of
major concern to the guerrilla leaders
and to United States officials who
monitor their performance.

Mayj. Gen. John K. Singlaub, a retired
officer who plays a key role in advising
and raising money for the rebels, said
he would like the Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Force, the largest rebel group, to
be able to use more former members of
the Nicaraguan National Guard. The
number of former guardsmen is now
kept at a minimum by the civiltin lead-
ership because of fear of international
criticism of their connections to the
previous regime of Anastasio Somoza
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